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What are some important characteristics 

of academic writing?

 Audience

 Purpose

 Organization 

 Style

 Flow 

 presentation



Who is the audience?

 Educated, non-specialized audience

 Experts in the field

 Students

 Committee members

 Professors



What is the purpose?
 To display:

1.  Familiarity

2.  Expertise

3.  Intelligence



How do you organize your research 
paper?
 Abstract (appears first on the paper, but usually 

written last)

 Introduction

 Method

 Result

 Discussion/conclusion



How do you organize your research 
paper? 
Introduction

Stage 1: Provide  general statement and background

Stage 2: Reviewing previous research

Stage 3: Gap statement

Stage 4: Statement of purpose

Stage 5: Statement of value (optional, but include in 
theses and dissertations)



Stage 1: Provide  general statement and background

 Begin with facts related to your general area (your 
“universe”)

 Within the general area, identify a smaller sub-area 
(your “galaxy”)

 Indicate your topic (your  “star”)



How do you organize your research 
paper? 
Introduction

Stage 1: Provide  general statement and background

Stage 2: Reviewing previous research

Stage 3: Gap statement

Stage 4: Statement of purpose

Stage 5: Statement of value (optional, but include in 
theses and dissertations)



Stage 2: Reviewing previous research

 It continues the process stated in stage 1

 It shows your familiarity with important research in 
your area

 It establishes your study as one link in a chain of 
research that is developing and enlarging knowledge 
in your field



Citations
 Information prominent (usually used to refer to 

research in general area)
 Example:

 In most deserts of the words, transitions between topographic elements are abrupt 
(Smith, 1968)

 Author  prominent (usually used to refer to studies 
more closely related to your own)

 Example: 

 Leopold (1921) listed food, but  gave no quantitative data



Citations
 Can be grouped by:

1. Approach (i.e. one approach        another        
approach       still another approach)

2. Distant to close (i.e. most distantly related       most 
closely related)

3. Chronological (e.g. history of research)

4. Mixed of any or all



Plagiarism
 Writers are committing plagiarism when they do not 

give proper documentation to another person’s work.

 It is a subtle and tricky issue

 Committing plagiarism intentionally or 
unintentionally  is considered ethically and 
professionally wrong



How do you avoid plagiarism?
 Simple! Give a proper credit

 Choose a style accepted in your field (APA, MLA, CBE, 
IEEE, etc.)

 Use direct quotations (for exact words)

 Use paraphrases (for ideas from an author but in your 
own words)

 Properly and accurately document all quotations and 
paraphrases both in text and in the reference section



What to document?
 Facts, statistics, graphs, drawings, ideas, interviews, 

others’ opinion (spoken or written)) that are not your 
own

 Any information that is not “common knowledge” 
must be documented



What to not document?

 Your ideas, opinions, interpretations

 Common knowledge in your field

 Famous quotations from literature



What is common knowledge?
 Is this information original or unique to another 

person?

 Is there doubt or another point of view about the 
information?

 Would a reader want more information about the 
source of this information?

 Are there several sources/authors that support/agree 
on an idea, theory, trend that you need to list sources 
after the statement?



What is common knowledge?
 If you answer “YES” to any of the questions, then it is 

not common knowledge

 Common knowledge is anything that is not an 
opinion, a well established fact or event, or that no one 
would/could question



Special question about plagiarism
 What if you have read the information somewhere, 

but do not remember where you learned it?

 What if you know or believe something from your own 
experience, but your readers would not know or would 
question this information?

 What if you read information in one article, but that 
author  was reporting information from another 
source? which article do you document?

 What if you cite your own work form a previous 
article? Do you need to document it?



To quote or to paraphrase?
 Paraphrasing is preferred

 Summarize a large section of word instead of quoting 
the entire part

 Give a generalization, citing several authors who have 
come to the same conclusion

Example:

Decisions made within UN Security Council are typically filled with conflict 
because of strong political motivation (Powell, 1999; Kim, 2001; Polenski, 2007)



How do you organize your research 
paper? 
Introduction

Stage 1: Provide  general statement and background

Stage 2: Reviewing previous research

Stage 3: Gap statement

Stage 4: Statement of purpose

Stage 5: Statement of value (optional, but include in 
theses and dissertations)



Stage 3: Gap statement
 Indicate that the previous is inadequate because an 

important aspect of the research area has been ignored

 Indicate that there is unresolved conflict among the 
authors of previous studies

 Indicate that the literature review suggests an 
extension of the topic, or raises a new research 
question not previously considered by others in your 
field



Stage3: Gap statement
 Example:

However, few studies have reported on the effects of computer assisted 
instruction….

But there is little information available on the air flow rates on the simple flat 
plate solar collectors



How do you organize your research 
paper? 
Introduction

Stage 1: Provide  general statement and background

Stage 2: Reviewing previous research

Stage 3: Gap statement

Stage 4: Statement of purpose

Stage 5: Statement of value (optional, but include in 
theses and dissertations)



Stage 4: Statement of purpose
 Report orientation

Example;

The purpose of this paper is to determine whether an automatic 
measurement system can be applied to educational settings

 Research orientation
The purpose of this investigation was to determine whether an 
automatic measurement system can be applied to educational settings



How do you organize your research 
paper? 
Introduction

Stage 1: Provide  general statement and background

Stage 2: Reviewing previous research

Stage 3: Gap statement

Stage 4: Statement of purpose

Stage 5: Statement of value (optional, but include in 
theses and dissertations)



Stage 5: Statement of value
 Practical orientation

Example:

This research may provide an alternative to the problem of manually 
demonstrating instrumentation principles in classroom environment 

 Theoretical orientation
Example:

Both of the factors under investigation in this study may be of 
important in explaining he irregular occurrence of this disease



How do you organize your research 
paper?
 Method:

1. Overview

2.Sample

3.Restrictions

4.Sampling technique

5.Materials

6.Procedure

7.Statistical treatment



How do you organize your research 
paper?
 Method:

1. Approach

2.Participants

3.Data collection

4.Data analysis & discussion

5.Finding

6.Conclusion/recommendation



How do you organize your research 
paper?
 Results:

1. A statement that locates the figure(s) where the 
results can be found

2.Statements that present the most important findings

3.Statements that comment on the result (can 
sometimes be put in a separate section called 
discussion)



How do you organize your research 
paper?
 Discussion/conclusion:

1. Original hypothesis

2.Findings

3.Explanation for findings

4.Limitations

5.Need for further research

6.Implication of the study



How do you organize your research 
paper?
 Abstract:

1. Background information

2. Purpose of the study

3. Methodology used in the study

4. Results that are important

5. Conclusion or recommendation



What are some important characteristics of 
academic writing?
 Audience

 Purpose

 Organization

 Style

 Flow

 Presentation



Style of writing
 Formal tone

 Appropriate words choice

 Avoid contraction

 Avoid addressing readers as “You” unless you are 
writing a textbook or instructional materials

 Concise



Flow
 Transition:

1.Punctuations

2.Linking words and phrases
Example:

Although, in spite of, conversely, on the contrary

3.Linking ideas through old and new information 
order
Example:

Water regularly changes back and forth from liquid to gas to solid. 
The solid phase of water takes many forms. Solid forms of water 
range from small snowflakes to immense polar ice caps.



Presentation of your paper

 Consider the overall format of your written work

 Proofread for careless grammar mistakes

 Check for misspell words, even if you have spell-
checked your work.



The last

THANK YOU


